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FRONT COVER: X42 heads a loaded ballast train across the Avon River 
at Charlton on its way to discharge between Wycheproof and Dumosa. 


Thurs.6.3.97 John Berry 


OPPOSITE: P17-P23-P16 have just arrived at Leongatha and are preparing 
to split their train before attaching T342-T345 before departing for Ruby with 


the remaining wagons. Sun.13.4.97 John Kirk 


BACK COVER 


ABOVE: Rounding the final curve into Bena, the chant of three diesels echo 


through the hills of South Gippsland once again. Sun.13.4.97 John Kirk 


BELOW: P16 attaches 12 VOFX wagons at Leongatha prior to returning to 


Melbourne Yard with 9498 freight. Sat.19.4.97 Darren Wood 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


JUNE 
aa 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1877: Opening of Morwell to Sale line. 
(120) 

“ a Lubeck to Rupanyup line opened. 
110 

Ist, 1887: Opening of Rocklyn (Rocky Lead) to 
Daylesford Junction line. (110) 

1st, 1897: Lancefield to Kilmore line closed. 
(100) 

5th, 1902: Railway reached Eltham. (95) 

6th, 1922: Electrification of line between 
Glenhuntly and Mordialloc. (75) 

8th, 1967: In the Western district, steam locos 
ceased running beyond Hamilton. (30) 

13th, 1952: Wangaratta to Bright passenger 
service withdrawn. (45) 

15th, 1982: Two-way radios introduced on 
suburban trains with communication to 
Metrol. (15) 

25th, 1857: First country line — Geelong to 
Greenwich (Newport) opened by the 
ais and Melbourne Railway Company. 

140 

25th, 1912: Opening of Ouyen to Murrayville 
line. (85) 

Be a Eltham to Hurstbridge line opened. 
85 

29th, 1922: Opening of Koo-wee-rup to 
Strezlecki line. (75) 

30th, 1952: First BJ sitting car used on the 
Overland. (45) 

30th, 1962: Closure of the Colac to Weeaproinah 
line. (35) 

30th, 1992: Closure of Leongatha to Barry Beach 
line. (5) 

1902: Present Footscray station buildings 
constructed. (95) 


JULY 
[sc3it35) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


a ae Horsham to Dimboola line opened. 

115 

Ist, 1947: Closure of Benalla to Tatong line. (50) 

Ist, 1957: Railway Tram Service between Elwood 
and Middle Brighton discontinued. (40) 

a ae Centenary of railway to Dimboola. 
115, 

2nd, 1962: New diesel shop at South Dynon in 
full operation. (35) 

9th, 1977: Last Traralgon to Maffra railcar 
service, operated by RM28. (20) 

9th, 1977: Last railcar service between 
Castlemaine and Maryborough, operated by 
RM24. (20) 

15th, 1952: First B class, 1600 h 
loco (B60 — Harold W Clap 
by Clyde Engineering). (45 

16th, 1952: Maffra to Briagolong line closed. (45) 

17th, 1957: Mini-buffet service introduced on 
Melbourne - Albury trains. (40) 

18th, 1977: Introduction of buffet car on the 
Vinelander. (20) 

19th, 1887: Opening of Tatura - Echuca line. 
(110) 

23rd, 1987: First CP brake van (291) issued to 
traffic. (10) 

25th, 1927: Opening of Marnoo to Bolangum 
line. (70) 


main line d.e. 
in service (built 
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FLEMINGTON RACE 
TRAINS 


Commencing May 1997, The Met is 
running an altered Flemington race 
trains service for a six month period. 

For Saturday and public holiday race 
meetings, trains to Flemington will 
leave Flinders Street from platforms 4 
and 5 on a 20 minute interval com- 
mencing at 10 57 until 13 37. Return 
trains commence at 15 58, every 20 
minutes until 17 58 with an express 
at 18 21. 

The trains will stop at Parliament, 
Melbourne Central, North Melbourne, 
Kensington and Newmarket on the 
down and via Spencer Street to Flin- 
ders Street on the up. 

A separate altered race train service 
will operate for mid-week meetings. 

The alterations are due to engineer- 
ing works elsewhere in the system. 


UPFIELD LINE 


The six month closure of the rail line 
between North Melbourne and Flem- 
ington Bridge commenced on Thurs. 
Ls 

The closure is due to the construc- 
tion of the Western Link Freeway of 
the City Link Project and the dangers: 
posed to commuters by the overhead 
road construction. Commuters travel 
by bus between Flemington Bridge 
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and Newmarket stations and then by 
shuttle train to the city adding up to 
20 minutes to the travel time. 

To compensate for the delays, com- 
muters whose journeys start on the 
Upfield line will travel free-of-charge 
to and from the city, Richmond and 
Jolimont stations. 


NEW ERA FOR PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT 


The Minister for Transport, Mr Robin 
Cooper, announced that the Govern- 
ment’s intention was to privatise Vic- 
toria’s public transport service by the 
end of next year to provide the best 
possible services for public transport 
users at least cost to taxpayers. He also 
stated, ‘latest comparisons from the 
Commonwealth Grants Commission 
shows subsidies paid by Victorians to 
run the system are still the highest in 
Australia’ and that the package offered 
was both fair and equitable. 

Mr Cooper said the Government 
would continue to protect the quality, 
level and cost of public transport ser- 
vices once they are privatised. 


$171 MILLION FOR 1997-98 
BUDGET 

The Victorian Government had pro- 
vided $171 million in the 1997-98 State 
Budget for the upgrading of rail and 


tram infrastructure. 


T396 stands at the Kensington grain siding with R707, R761 and R766 which were 
being weighed to coincide with the re-introduction of steam hauled passenger 
and freight services on the Bendigo corridor for crew training. At the time of 
writing the 15 50 down Bendigo pass. were being regularly steam hauled with 


the return working being the up Deniliquin freight. Wed.2.4.97 Je/f Bounds 
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V/Line Freight trains return to south east Gippsland. The hill at Ruby provides 


NEWSRAIL June 1997 


GENERAL NEWS 


7 


a scenic vantage point to photograph the fodder train prior to dropping off 
its consist for distribution to needy farmers in the surrounding area. 
Sun.13.4.97 John Kirk 


The Minister for Transport, Mr 
Robin Cooper, said the $171 million 
new works program reinforced the 
Government’s commitment to pro- 
viding a safe and efficient transport 
system. 


AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
SERVICES FOR SALE 


The Federal Government has an- 
nounced the 12 companies on the short 
list to purchase all or part of the Aus- 
tralian National network. 

West Coast Railway is on the short 
list to buy Australia’s key passenger 
rail services, Indian Pacific, Ghan and 
Overland. 

Mr John Fahey, the Finance Minister 
and Mr John Sharp, the Minister for 
Transport in a joint statement announ- 
ced the short list had come from 50 
expressions of interest. Australian 
National would not be sold at a fire- 
sale price advised Mr Sharp. 

Bidders are believed to include 
TNT, Pasmico, Brambles and overseas 
operators Wisconsin Tranzrail and 
CGEA Transport of France. 

Some bidders have expressed inter- 
est in breaking up AN, offering stand- 
alone bids for its infrastructure, freight 
or passenger services, or maintenance 
workshops in Tasmania and South 
Australia. 


HAY! RETURN TO SENDER 


V/Line Freight has again played a key 
role in transporting much needed 
fodder to a Victorian drought area. 


In February 1995, V/Line Freight 
transported hay, generously donated 
by South Gippsland farmers, from 
Leongatha to Numurkah. 

Now two years later, farmers in 
South Gippsland are suffering one of 
the driest seasons on record and the 
farmers in the north of the state have 
come to their aid. 

Hay was collected at Echuca, 
Katunga, Kyabram, Rochester and 
Waunghnu, then railed to Melbourne. 

On Sun.13.4, V/Line Freight mar- 
shalled the wagons into one train and 
750 bales (about 1200 tonnes) was 
transported to Leongatha (see also 
Drought Relief Trains news item in 
the Operations section). 


SERVICE PERFORMANCE 


The following table shows the punc- 
tuality of Met train services (percent- 
age of trains within five minutes of 
schedule) over a four week period: 


Week AM PM 

Ending Peak Peak All day 
22 March 82.6% 79.9% 88.1% 
29 March 86.7% 88.7% 92.6% 
5 April 99.4% 88.9% 94.9% 
12 April 85.0% 92.9% 92.8% 


FIRST CLASS SEATS 
REINTRODUCED ON 
OVERLAND 


First class seats were reintroduced be- 
tween Adelaide and Melbourne on the 
Overland departing Adelaide Fri.11.4 
and departing Melbourne Sat.12.4. 


These will operate on alternate nights 
between each location (every second 
night) until the other first class sitting 
car is overhauled, which may take up 
to four weeks. 


V/LINE FREIGHT 
CORPORATION 


The Victorian Government has ap- 
pointed three of the proposed five 
directors to the board of the V/Line 
Freight Corporation. 


Robert Clements, a commercial 
lawyer experienced in corporate 
finance, property and construction. 


Clifford Breeze, the National Aus- 
tralia Bank’s group general manager, 
corporate centre. 


Tina McMeckan, a management and 
business consultant, experienced in 
electricity, automotive, agri-chemical 
and pharmaceutical industries. 


RIGHT ON TRACK! 


Throughout Melbourne, communities 
have gathered to tidy up their railway 
stations. Approximately 60 railway 
stations have now joined the Station- 
eers — Right on Track project, run by 
Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria. 


Work at the stations varies from 
community clean-up day, to major 
community landscaping projects. 
Examples of these projects can be seen 
at Armadale, Kooyong and Alphing- 
ton, where residents have worked hard 
to create an environment we can all be 
proud of. (City of Boroondara Bulletin 
— April 97) 


STEAM OPERATION IN 
REGULAR SERVICE 


For a number of weeknights durin 

April, the 16 37 Bendigo pass. (8033 

was hauled by an R class steam loco- 
motive (R707, R761 or R766 with an N 
class behind supplying power to car- 
riages). The R class returned leading 
9084 goods from Bendigo to Sun- 
shine. Owing to a shortage of crews, 
steam operation was prematurely 
discontinued. 


The 17 19 Bacchus Marsh pass. 
(8127) and 21 00 up pass. (8146) were 
also steam hauled on two weeknights. 


The operation was re-introduced 
again as from Mon.12.5 until Fri.30.5 
with an R class hauling the 15 50 Ben- 
digo pass. (8027) and returning on No. 
9084 goods ex Bendigo to Sunshine. 
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V/LINE FREIGHT — THE YEARS AHEAD 
— Short Haul for Long Term — 


With innovative marketing 


initiatives, V/Line Freight 1s 
demonstrating falsity of some 
railway ‘conventional 


THE PAST 


From the early days of rail transporta- 
tion in Victoria, there was a need to 


reduced from 10,781 to 4,030 and the 
locomotive fleet was reduced from 
301 to 215. 


carry freight by ‘goods’ or ‘mixed’ wisdom’ _ On 1 July 1989, after a six year separa- 
trains. Poor roads and slow vehicles tion, the two rail authorities were 
meant that the transport by rail of re-merged with the establishment of 
goods, whether agricultural, industrial Sid Brown the Public Transport Corporation, the 


or domestic, was the way to go. It was a 

virtual necessity. As a consequence, rail 

lines proliferated and railway services developed and pro- 
vided vehicles to carry almost every form of merchandise. 


Defensive regulation 


From the 1920s, the Victorian Railways was under constant 
pressure from the road transport industry. In 1933, the Trans- 
port Regulation Board conducted an inquiry and recom- 
mended that road transport be regulated to protect the 
railway, which until ten years previously had been the un- 
challenged conqueror of distance. Protection helped the 
single-mode basis of the railway in its battle against road- 
based rivals, but also prevented it employing some of the 
technical advances employed by the road operators. 

While ‘Operation Phoenix’ in the 1950s saw a massive 
injection of debt free capital, the mode of investment did not 
improve competitiveness. Worse still was a court decision in 
1954, which effectively removed all barriers to interstate trade 
by road vehicles. 

In the 1960s, railway investment by government was pro- 
gressively reduced in real terms, minimising opportunities 
for productivity gains. Coincidently, road operators were 
becoming more efficient and competitive, but this was offset 
by some heavy social costs, notably high levels of road 
fatalities and injuries. 


Progressive intrastate deregulation 
commences 


In 1972, the Bland Report recommended that a commercial 
business direction be adopted by the Victorian Railways, with 
financial compensation provided for non-viable services 
specifically requested by the government. Bland also recom- 
mended progressive deregulation of some intrastate freight 
traffic. By the late 1970s, this had been partially effected with 
dramatic impact on some freight tonnages and no improve- 
ment on the financial deficit. 


A new era 


In 1982, the Labor government came to power and boosted 
railway capital spending. Metropolitan and country services 
were organised separately and new names given — Metropoli- 
tan Transit Authority (The Met) and State Transport Author- 
ity (V/Line). Specific business directives were laid down, 
including financial targets for both freight and passenger 
services. 

The newly named V/Line country operation was restruc- 
tured into divisions emphasising the marketing imperative. 
In the freight area, the objective was to provide an efficient 
transport service that fully covered its costs. In moves to 
improve freight operation productivity and efficiency, be- 
tween 1983 and 1991 the number of wagons employed was 


two trading names. The Met and 

* V/Line, being retained. However losses 

still mounted, handling of rail freight was rated most in- 

efficient and passenger traffic was seen to be falling signifi- 
cantly. 


THE PRESENT 


From 1992, it became a Liberal government challenge to turn 
around what was being described as the worst run govern- 
ment business enterprise in Australia. A massive transport 
shake-up ensued. 

The most radical reform of the State’s public transport 
system this century saw the Public Transport Corporation 
restructured as a leaner organisation with an improved focus 
on customer needs. The PTC. was divided, into five separate 
business units: V/Line Freight, V/Line Passenger, Met Trains, 
Met Tram and Met Bus. Each business unit was given respon- 
sibility for its own finance, human resource management, 
planning, safety, service delivery, product development 
and marketing of their particular business. Through internal 
trading agreements, the five business units receive support 
from two Commercial Service Divisions: Infrastructure and 
Rail Vehicle Maintenance. A small Corporate Headquarters 
group covers policy standards and coordinates strategic 
direction. 

The business units, each headed by a Managing Director, 
are the driving force of the PIC They are judged on key per- 
formance indicators covering finance, quality of service and 
safety. Each unit has bottom line ownership for revenue and 
costs and the Corporate Headquarters does not interfere with 
day-to-day operations. 


Improved service aim 


Both in the freight and passenger service areas, the PTC has 
continued on the path of considerable change aiming at 
overall increased economic efficiency, being environmentally 
conscious and providing improved service delivery. Progress 
on these objectives is being achieved despite staffing reduc- 
tions of over 8500 since 1992. Staff productivity has improved 
markedly and out-sourcing of non-core activities, such as 
information technology, heavy vehicle maintenance, infra- 
structure capital works and cleaning contracts has been 
pursued. 


V/Line Freight responsibilities 


With changed government regulation permitting national 
operation by National Rail Corporation Limited (NRC) and 
private operators, there is a pressing need for V/Line Freight 
to acquire a much larger portion of intrastate traffic. The loss 
of interstate trade to National Rail alone mounted to a 
decrease in revenue over twelve months of $61 million. The 
business unit has to become more competitive with road 
transport. 
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A Y class ‘out on the main’ is something time has forgotten with few exceptions, including the Wodonga broad 


gauge pilot. Such as this scene with Y115 shunting bogie superphosphate wagons. Tues.18.3.97 David Dunn 


V/Line Freight now has a three component revenue base. 
It operates rail line haul services, shunting yards and road 
contract services. It secondly provides safeworking, crews and 
locomotives for its sister business unit, V/Line Passenger. It 
furthermore provides safeworking, train crews and some 
motive power for the NRC and three private interstate 
operators, Specialised Container Transport (SCT), TNT and 
Patricks. 


Conventional railway wisdom 


Within the rail freight industry there has been the belief that 
rail can only be competitive over long distances and hauling 
large bulk volumes, and that rail is not suitable for priority 
time-sensitive traffic. With the exception of haulage of bulk 
products, such as, wheat, barley and rice, some from inter- 
state, Victoria as a small state does not have these bulk-long 
haul possibilities. It is not surprising that this conventional 
view is not accepted by V/Line Freight management. 

While addressing the Australian Freight Congress 95, Mr 
Marinus van Onselen, the V/ Line Freight Managing Director 
at the time, spoke of bulk grain being the unit’s most signific- 
ant commodity for haulage with V/Line Freight, carrying 
more than one quarter of the grain hauled by rail in Australia. 
The bulk grain is collected from 280 rail based receival points 
and transported to the ports of Geelong and Portland for 
export and to domestic terminals for ultimate Victorian con- 
sumption. However, with the grain harvest and the haulage 
task so dependant on weather, to ensure a satisfactory rail 
freight performance, marginal markets have to be focussed 
on. Grain harvests can vary as much as 50% between a good 
season and a bad one. So V/ Line Freight is now attacking mar- 
kets where there is neither bulk volume nor long distance; 
and where there is strong competition from road transport 
on service and price. 


Direct customer orientation 


To compete on more even terms with road freight operators 
in a marginal market, V/Line Freight has developed a new 
work ethic on Customer Focus by identifying client needs on 
a one by one basis, building up partnerships or alliances with 
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local communities and operators as well as organisations 
such as Vic Grain. There is now widespread negotiation of 
performance based contracts. 

The business unit is working on improved service delivery 
with increased speed and reliability, while ensuring product 
integrity and quality. 

The concept of seamless service is being implemented to 
help the client by providing a total service from door to door. 
One example is making the farmer’s life easier by on-farm 
pick-up, even in southern NSW and eastern SA. 

The handling of refrigerated high value perishables, cross 
border operations, use of hired equipment and promoting 
containerisation for its advantages of security, flexibility, 
storage capability and potential to load to capacity unin- 
hibited by road cartage weight limits are all permitting entry 
into non-traditional markets. 

The 1995-96 Annual Report recorded a reasonable return 
for V/Line Freight, with 6.9 million tonnes of freight being 
carried, a 20.3% increase over the previous year. Revenue in- 
creased by 17% to $103.3 million. A good grain season helped 
this result. 


Changed rail freight concept 


V/Line Freight has a pick-up area of 400,000 square kilometres 
and operates 4,900 km of rail network. Rail freight in Victoria 
is seen now to have to act like a truck fleet with small fast 
trains operated by a dynamic organisation rapidly responsive 
to customers needs. On the road, a prime mover can only haul 
two trailers — known as a B-double , while on rail one prime 
mover can haul a large number of trailers — known as a train. 

In terms of manpower usage, driver-only freight trains are 
achieving better motive unit efficiency than road haulage. 
Progress is being made in developing competitive levels of 
efficiency with private enterprise in support areas, such as 
workshops and track maintenance. 

A small train of five to ten wagons can be an economically 
viable unit over its total journey. With new planning and 
technology, business lost in the past to road transport can be 
recaptured by running small trains more frequently. The 
intrastate regional superfreighter network that has now been 


set up has contributed to a rapid growth in intrastate con- 
tainer traffic. 

In further developing this ‘trucking concept'’,the first Road 
Transferable Locomotive in Australia has been introduced. 
At a cost of $750,000, 20% of the cost of a conventional loco- 
motive, this unit can be transferred at level crossings from 
road to rail operation mode in three minutes. Already, this 
unit (1 RTL) is improving customer service. 

The RTL unit, which looks like a truck prime mover, is a 
23 tonne, 475 horsepower road type diesel locomotive based 
on the design developed by Brandt Road Rail Corporation of 
Canada. The design had to have minor modifications made 
to meet Victorian requirements. These include the provision 
of the standard Section Authority Safeworking System, 
Loop Vigilance Control System, trip logger ‘black box’ and 
extra marker lights. 

There are four rail wheels beneath the chassis. These only 
keep the vehicle on track while in rail mode, and are not driv- 
ing wheels. This is achieved by the trucks four wide profile 
rubber tyres driving on the narrow band of steel railway line 
and powered by the units diesel engine through an efficient 
torque converter. When in rail mode, the tyres are deflated 
using automatic tyre pressure deflation/inflation. 

This power unit, combining the versatility of road with the 
line haul advantages of rail, can be serviced and fuelled at any 
major truck maintenance depot. It is the first such unit in use 
outside North America. 

The RIL is helping considerably to reduce empty or 
marginal running of $3.5 million G class locomotives, which 
have been used in the past for picking up small number 
of wagons at the extremities of the system and linking 
them up at a marshalling centre. The RTL can also save a 
lot of time by travelling by road across country to and from 
jobs on radial lines. The prime mover does not haul road 
trailers. 


Rationalisation of wagon and locomotive fleet 


Customer requirements are met and rising productivity has 
been achieved by a further dramatic reduction in the size of 
the wagon fleet. The number of vehicles was reduced from 
4030 in 1991 to 2280 in 1995. A computerised rollingstock 
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control system, ROSCO (Rollingstock Control System), ser- 
vices the Dynon Control Centre. 

By June 1995, the diesel locomotive fleet comprised 131 
units compared with 215 units in 1991 — a 40% reduction. 
A new computerised loco rostering system allows up to the 
minute fleet deployment decisions. Crew rostering has also 
been improved. 


Staffing 


Due to natural attrition and the implementation with the 
unions of Transport Reform Agreement initiatives, V/Line 
Freight staff numbers stood at 1221 in June 1995, a reduction 
of 10.5% over the previous year and 37% since 1992. Flexibility 
of the work force by multi-skilling at the Melbourne Freight 
Terminal and the Dynon Container Terminal has been 
enhanced and an aggregate wage agreement is being devel- 
oped with locomotive drivers. 


Expenditure drop 


V/Line Freight productivity continues to improve with 
expenditure dropping a further $23.2 million in 1994/95. 


Track addition and gauge conversion 


With the standardisation of the gauge between Melbourne 
and Adelaide at the cost of $20.4 million, western grain lines 
have had to be converted from 1600 mm to 1435 mm gauge to 
permit grain haulage to Portland. In addition to the 171 kilo- 
metres of track linking Maroona and Portland, this has meant 
the conversion of the 83 km of track between Dimboola and 
Yaapeet and the 112 km branch from Murtoa to Hopetoun. 
The former is a grain catchment area for 140,000 tonnes per 
annum, and the latter offers an annual grain haulage potential 
of 270,000 tonnes. Standard gauge sidings were provided at 
21 receival points between Ararat and Serviceton. 

Dual gauging of the line from Dunolly to Maryborough 
and the conversion to standard gauge of the Maryborough to 
Ararat line has been completed. At Dunolly, a newly built 
storage below the standard gauge track collects the grain from 
s.g. wagons, which is then lifted 20 metres vertically by bucket 
elevator to a storage bin above the broad gauge track. Grain 
wagons are then able to be filled for transporting on b.g. to 
the export port of Geelong. 


Freight services on the Toolamba - Echuca cross country line are infrequent at the best of times, with the exception 
of spasmodic sleeper traffic originating from north of the Murray River. Scoons’ siding at Kyabram is the only 
reason for the line’s continued existence. Here T388 raises the dust at Merrigum with a down superphosphate 

special. Mon.23.12.96 Peter Weickhardt 
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With the re-establishment at a cost of $1 million of six rail 
bridges and 16 km of b.g. track from Strathmerton to Tocum- 
wal, V/Line Freight can once again operate to Tocumwal in 
southern NSW. This has opened up the opportunity of haul- 
age of an additional 30,000 tonnes of grain per year and 6,000 
export containers of dried fruit and other rural commodities. 
A new container terminal operated by a contractor has also 
been constructed. Traffic on the Tocumwal line is already 
exceeding expectations. 


New safeworking system 


A new modern safeworking system, Section Authority Safe- 
working System (ASW), is being implemented progressively 
across Victoria. Developed by V/Line Freight, the system has 
been sold to National Rail and the State Rail Authority of 
NSW. Overseas orders are also anticipated. 


Intrastate freight task 


1. Superfreighter Network 


Over recent years, V/Line Freight has established an extensive 
rural Superfreighter network linking thirteen regional termi- 
nals with Melbourne by scheduled express freight services. 
These regional hubs are operated in partnership with local 
road transport organisations providing a seamless service 
from farm or factory direct to the city, terminating at V/Line’s 
Dynon terminal or other desired handling points. Wagon 
and container consignments are handled. 

The bulk rice trains are an illustration of Superfreighter 
based operation providing all round efficiencies. Today three 
sets of 25 wagons rotate to and from the mills loaded to a 
gross weight of 1600 tonnes. Previously the old system invol- 
ved the use of 235 wagons. This meant a wagon capital value 
of $23 million was tied up in the traffic and rail was providing 
a lower level of service at a higher cost to all. 

The freight business is divided over the following areas: 
Grain, Industrial, Intermodal and Fast Track. Each area is res- 
ponsible for its own business development, marketing and 
customer service. Road contracts and associated terminal 
operation arrangements are the responsibility of each area. 


2. Grain 

Grain freight services are run as required 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, at reduced customer haulage rates. Of export 
grain, 95% of the wheat, barley and rice is carried by rail to the 
ports of Geelong and Portland. In addition, 50% of domestic 
grain is railed to the Domestic Grain Terminal at Sunshine. 
Fertiliser and other rural bulk products are handled by this 
section. 


3. Industrial and Intermodal 
The genuine bulk products handled by this section include 
petroleum in block trains from the Shell Refinery at Corio, 
cement from Fyansford and Waurn Ponds, gypsum from 
Cowangie, sand from Lang Lang, quarry stone from Kilmore 
East and briquettes from Morwell. In addition there are 
multi-modal transport services for container traffic. 
Superfreighter intermodalism is making the task of distri- 
buting industrial products and equipment more efficient and 
much easier. In the past, some bulk and heavy manufactured 
products were transported in specially designed railway 
wagons which involved a number of stages of handling and 
consequently limited efficiency. By using a container to 
replace the traditional rail wagon, intermodalism has mar- 
kedly changed the procedure. Now products can be loaded 
into a container at the customer’s premises or at one of 
the regional container depots, transported by road truck 
if necessary, lifted on to a rail wagon of a five-day a week ex- 
press Superfreighter Container train which operates from 
country to Melbourne and reverse, providing a strictly time 


tabled fast reliable and high capacity transport service. On 
arrival at the designated terminal, the container is lifted onto a 
road truck and delivered to the customer or ship. In this way a 
seamless service is provided between country, city or port. 


The old Melbourne Container Terminal at Dynon has been 
reopened by V/Line Freight and is at a stage of continued 
development. The newer terminal at South Dynon, which 
was taken over by National Rail. A truck turn around time 
at Dynon is now down to 15 minutes. 


Some examples of Industrial Intermodal containerised 
service are: 


= Energy Brix Australia at Morwell containerising briquettes 
at point of production with contractors at the regional ter- 
minal using their own equipment and delivering container 
loads to the customer’s furnaces on a just-in-time, just- 
enough product basis. The State Government owned 
company has been recently sold to private enterprise with 
the expectation of expansion on current annual briquette 
sales of 500,000 tonnes. 

= Pioneer Quarries forwarding containers of high quality 
stone from Kilmore East to country areas. 

= Pivot Fertiliser providing a two day service for container of 
fertiliser by sea to Tasmania, with product manufactured 
at Geelong. 

= Australian Paper at Maryvale packing tonnes of paper pro- 
ducts for Victoria and interstate into special 40 ft contain- 
ers provided by V/Line’s partners Toll Transport Holdings. 
On arrival in Melbourne the paper train is split with one 
section running to Footscray Road for the Victorian 
market and the other proceeding to the NRC South Dynon 
terminal for transfer interstate. One third of the 160,000 
tonnes carried annually is railed to other states. 


With the many different types and quality of grain, there is 
an increasing demand by overseas buyers for type separation. 
Containerisation is the answer for these small volumes. 


V/Line Freight now provides a Cold Chain. Refrigerated 
container wagons operate on the Mildura, Shepparton and 
Tocumwal regional Superfreighters to cater for the tempera- 
ture sensitive traffic. Thirty 20 ft reefer containers can be kept 
on power at one time. On arrival at the rail head, the unit is 
plugged into power provided by 450 KVA alternators. The 
container stays continually on power until removed from the 
train at Dynon Container Terminal and for export stock, 
roaded the short distance to the waterfront only five minutes 
away. No container leaves the rail terminal unless there is 
an agreed timeslot with the waterfront. 


Superfreighter service can mean terminal to terminal or 
door to door with the same day or overnight delivery, pro- 
vided the nominated times are adhered to by the clients. 
Speedy handling is achieved by services going direct into 
Dynon and country terminals and not via marshalling yards. 
Transfer to the National Superfreighter Network is facili- 
tated. 


Other benefits from the Superfreighter system are the abil- 
ity to carry containers filled to maximum capacity, not the 
lower legal road limit. This ensures lower shipping rates. By 
special permit from VicRoads, these ‘overweight’ containers 
may be road hauled within 50 km radius of an intermodal rail- 
head and between V/ Line’s Dynon terminal and the water- 
front. The fruit growing industry is taking advantage of this 
arrangement and enjoying the greater efficiencies with lower 
shipping costs. 


4, Fast Track 

As well as the extensive general freight network centred 
around express superfreighter train services, V/Line Freight 
operates a less-than-container load business which provides 
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A73 hauls eight VPCX wagons, as 9294, the 12 00 freight from Waurn Ponds to Geelong Yard, is seen here 
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a next day service to all major Victorian rural destinations. 
The items carried range from parcels to palletised, crated or 
uncrated general freight. This fast efficient small freight 
service is known as Fast Track. 

In the past, curtain-sided containers have been used for this 
traffic, but as these units are expensive to maintain, several all- 
steel containers with outward opening and folding side doors 
are being trialled. These are made in Tasmania by Doric 
Engineering. 

Door to Door, Depot to Door and Depot to Depot ser- 
vices are offered at varying cost. A ‘Green Star’ priority 
Station to Station service ensures delivery on the next avail- 
able rail/road vehicle for items not exceeding 20 kg. A pre- 
paid Door to Door ‘Satchel’ service is also listed. 


Electronic data interchange (EDI) 


The introduction of EDI by V/Line Freight is eliminating 
time consuming paperwork and risk of error in the customers 
ordering of wagons and containers. V/Line is able to receive 
down line order messages from a certain day which are 
directed straight into its ROSCO (computerised rollingstock 
control system). 

On receipt, confirmation is transmitted to the customer’s 
computer together with a booking number. At all stages, e.g., 
time of container receipt and despatch, reloading for return 
to Dynon, etc., all detailed information is sent electronically 
by computer to the ROSCO system, thence into the freight 
business computer for processing the consignment note and 
pricing. 

The EDI facility of ‘paperless trading’ is streamlining 
transactions and providing more efficient customer service. 
It is also giving V/Line Freight a more competitive edge. 


Quality management and safety accreditation 


V/Line operates under an approved Total Quality Manage- 
ment System which conforms with the International, Aus- 
tralian and New Zealand Standard AS/NZS/ISO 9002. 
Complying with this standard is an integral part of V/Line 
Freight’s daily business and enables consistent customer 
satisfaction. 


It is working on the NSCA 5-star safety management 
system and has the State required Safety Accreditation. 


THE FUTURE 


V/Line Freight’s Statement of Purpose is to create the best 
Freight Railway in Australia and to provide competitive, safe, 
reliable and commercially sustainable freight services, while 
creating an environment which allows employees to fully 
contribute and grow to their maximum potential 

Despite the loss of interstate traffic to the National Rail 
Corporation and private companies, and further deregu- 
lation, V/Line Freight, under the former leadership of Mr 
Marinus van Onselen and more recently Mr Terry Spicer as 
Managing Director, has changed the unit’s business signifi- 
cantly with the introduction of a number of initiatives and 
innovations that have strengthened the competitive position 
with road freight. 

The quality of service, productivity and efficiency has been 
improved, expenditure reduced, expansion of the business 
catchment area achieved, a two gauge network implemented 
and freight rates set more competitively. There are still many 
challenges to be met before the Statement of Purpose is fully 
achieved. 

There are likely to be further reductions in government 
funding coupled with reduced real rates of return. The 
National Competition Policy forcing an opening up of the 
government rail monopoly leading to a separation of track 
and above rail operation and the creation of an open access 
regime will present future pressures. The entry of new private 
operators into traditional rail markets will lead to the creation 
of new government regulatory and access/network control 
bureaucracies. 

If the plan indicated in the 1995 PTC Annual Report comes 
to pass, it is likely that V/Line Freight will become a separate 
trading entity separate from the PTC and will soon operate 
as a state owned enterprise. 

Should all these projections eventuate, the railway industry 
will become more aggressive and entrepreneurial and it 
would appear that V/Line Freight is gearing up to play an 
active part in this new rail world. 
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SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
— Happenings — 


My Dad and I left for 


i he first train sighted was an early 
running 9702 up superfreighter from 
Brooklyn at 09 00 behind two BLs. 
With no other standard gauge activity 
expected, we decided to drive direct 
to Geelong. 

An enjoyable hour was spent in 
Geelong, before we headed off at 11 00, 
noting Y129 in the new V/Line Passen- 
ger livery, along with T388, T396 and 
G526 in the loco depot. Approaching 
Gheringhap on the highway, we noticed a freight waiting in 
the loop. Driving down the narrow dirt road with access to 
the end of the loop, revealed the train as 9714/PM6 behind 
a solo BL28. Less than five minutes later, and spot on time 
at 11 28, BL34-442s2 led 9801 down steel onto the main line, 
with a reasonably short consist of 33 wagons. We waited for 
9714 to leave, and it headed for Melbourne at 11 35. 


We then proceeded to catch up with 9801 along the 
Hamilton Highway. It only had a ten minute start, however, 
by the time we reached Inverleigh, there was no sign of 
it. At Wingeel at 12 10, BL33-C508 were departing on 9722/ 
AM2 up goods, indicating it had already crossed the steel 
train. 


Finally between Berrybank and Lismore we caught sight of 
it, with the Silverton loco and the coil steel wagons standing 
out in the distance. Due to us stopping for lunch at Lismore, it 
beat us to Vite Vite, where BL27-C506 were departing on an 
early running 9804/YB4 at 13 15. I was disappointed to just 
miss a photo of it crossing Mount Emu Creek bridge, how- 
ever we were able to parallel it out of Pura Pura. 


We followed the goods the rest of the way to Dimboola, 
travelling via Murtoa. The only other cross noted was at Pim- 
pinio, with light engine G538 Horsham bound to form 9792 
up superfreighter. Upon arriving at Dimboola, we went 
straight to the station and witnessed the change of crew. It 
remained for five minutes only, before continuing west at 16 
35. Also in the yard were G541-G542 making up 9784 grain to 
Portland. 

After checking in at the Victoria Hotel, our accommoda- 
tion for the next two nights, we took a walk around Dim- 
boola. While doing this, we noticed two National Rail drivers 
in uniform who looked familiar from the Long Island line, so 
we knew they were from Melbourne. Eager to find out where 
the drivers were accommodated in Dimboola, we decided 
to follow them. 

Our chase led to a unique set of modern units about 500 
metres from the station. We got talking to the drivers, Greg 
Crow and Mick Lysaught, and we discovered they had come 
up on the Overland and were taking out PM5 that evening. 
We also found out from them that the first NR class built in 
Perth, NR61, would be coming through dead attached on 
9804 the following day. This was certainly a surprise and 
something to look forward to. 

After having a meal, we walked up to the station and 
saw BL31-442s3 on 9712/PM5 superfreighter at 20 40. The 
Adelaide crew changed over with Greg and Mick, and they 
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Dimboola on Friday 
morning 27 September 1996. 
Our plan was to follow 
9801/NP2 goods from 
Gheringhap, which seems to 
be a popular train to follow 


headed towards Melbourne at 20 45. 
We then went back to the hotel where 
unfortunately I fell asleep and missed 
the night’s activity. 


SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 


Awake at 06 30, we headed up to the 
station for the Trailerail. BL28 led 
9715/MP7 into Dimboola at 07 20, 
conveying a lengthy 25 vehicles. It 
departed west at 07 25. Also in the 
yard was G536 shutdown on some grain wagons. We had 
breakfast, then headed back to the station at 08 50, when 
BL27-C506 arrived on 9713/MP6 freight. The Dimboola crew 
changed over with the Adelaide drivers who arrived on 9712 
the previous evening, indicating they had their twelve hours 
off. With 9804 in mind, we decided to follow this train west 
and hopefully witness a cross at Diapur. However, there was 
nothing there when 9713 flew through at 09 30, so we 
assumed they would cross at Kaniva. 


Half an hour was spent looking around Nhill, before a toot 
was heard from the west. We raced to the station in time to 
see BL30-C505 lead NR61 and 9804 though at 10 15. We were 
able to parallel this train for much of the way back to Dim- 
boola. The most disappointing thing was that the BL and 
C were just about the dirtiest locos you could find and they 
looked out of place leading the brand new NR. 


9804 arrived at Dimboola at 10 50 and plenty of photos 
were obtained of the NR while it was stationary. It departed 
at 1100 and so we decided to drive to Horsham. More parallel 
running was enjoyed to Wail onwards and some moving 
photos of the NR were taken. As we arrived at Horsham, we 
bade farewell to YB4 as it headed east. 


After staying in Horsham for a few hours, we headed back 
to Dimboola. Unfortunately the weather was unkind and it 
rained for the rest of the day. We had seen most of Dimboola, 
so we watched the football and relaxed for the afternoon. The 
only other rail activity noted was BL31-442s3 leading 9801/ 
NP2 west at 16 35. 


SUNDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 


After having a last look around Dimboola, we headed up to 
the station at 09 45. G536 was still shutdown in the yard and 
all appeared quiet. However, not long after a crew turned up, 
and upon inquiring, found out that they were for 9804. A solo 
C509 led the train in at 10 05 with a very short consist 
of 13 wagons. 


We left Dimboola with the early running 9804, and fol- 
lowed it as far as Horsham before deciding to drive direct to 
Ararat. After having lunch there we headed off to Geelong. 
We stopped off at Lismore to visit a friend for an hour, but we 
did not hear 9804 pass through. 


After leaving Lismore and still unable to find 9804, we 
decided to drive direct to Geelong and then home. It had 
been a great weekend away , the highlight obviously witnes- 
sing the first NR class to visit Victoria. 
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A general view of the saloon looking towards the back wall. Note the towel steriliser in the corner and the hot 
water radiator beneath the mirror. The door on the left links the saloon with the men’s waiting room whilst 
the door on the right leads to the back porch Photo courtesy of the PIC 


— The Railway — 
HAIRDRESSING SALOON 


In September 1937, the 
Victorian Railways opened a 
hairdressing saloon for men 


Specific details of the Hairdressing 
Saloon as originally completed were: 


I. was located within a brick build- 
ing erected during the year that also 


housed a tobacco stall, men’s waiting : at Spencer Street station : @ The saloon was 16 feet 3 inch (4.9 
room with attached showers and : a ee ee ee ee? : metres) wide and 23 feet ss 
changing rooms, a men’s toilet, anda : . > metres) deep, including the recessed 
room fora shower and toilet attendant. : Chris Banger : entrance. 

A boiler was installed behind the build- - : = It was fitted with two barber’s chairs 
ing to provide hot water for the heat- and associated hand basins and cup- 


ing radiators in the hairdressing saloon and the waiting room, : boards. Space was set aside to install a third chair and 
as well as hot water for the showers. : associated facilities if required. 
The new building stood on the North Melbourne side of : ™ The floor was covered with linoleum. 
the southern concourse and was close to the entrance to the : ™ Three hot water heating radiators were provided. 
suburban platforms. It was one ofa number ofimprovements : = A padded bench seat was provided for customers waiting 
made during the year at Spencer Street that included: : their turn. 
= New steel cantilever verandahs on platforms land 2(now ; ™ A towel steriliser stood ina corner at the back of the saloon. 
platform 2) and platforms 7 and 8 (now platforms 9 and10) : ™ The tobacco stall had a counter in the hairdressing saloon, 


in lieu of wooden framed verandahs. : as well as counters serving the southern concourse and 
= Earth filled platforms with brick faces in lieu of timber the men’s waiting room. 

decking on platform 1 (now a part of platform 2) and plat- - The saloon was staffed and managed by the Refreshment 

forms 4 and 5 (now platforms 3 and 4). : Services Branch, and offered the full range of supplementary 
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The saloon on 7 June 1949. The entrance door from the southern concourse can be seen in the background. 
The tobacco stall counter can also be clearly seen. All four barber chairs are in position, the arm of one 


is in the lower right hand corner, whilst the front of the fourth chair can be seen behind the rear 
wash basin Photo courtesy of the PIC 
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services available at barber shops, such as facial and neck 
shaves, trimming of beards and hair shampooing. 

The saloon proved to be very popular, and the original two 
barber chairs had been increased to four chairs by 1949 (The 
third chair was probably added shortly after the saloon 
opened, whilst the fourth would have most likely been added 
during the Second World War. No allowance had been origi- 
nally made for a fourth chair, and it was installed in the corner 
between the entrance from the southern concourse and the 


wall). 


Business passing through the Hairdressing Saloon appears 
to have reached a peak during the Second World War 
(1939-1945), and the following extract from the September 
1949 issue of VR Newsletter paints an excellent picture of 
the popularity of the saloon and adjacent facilities during 
this period: 


When troop trains arrived at Spencer Street with laughing, cheer- 
ing servicemen on leave during the Second World War, the Rail- 
ways Hairdressing Saloon was a hive of industry. It was thronged 
with battle-stained Diggers in jungle green, American Gls and 
other Allied personnel. Kits were piled in a heap on the floor and 
the shop looked and sounded like an Army staging camp. The 
showers were never idle in those hectic days. 

No one recalls those momentous times with greater enthu- 
siasm than jovial little William Thomas (‘Scotty’) Parnell, the 
sprightly attendant in charge of the toilet section. 


‘The diggers came into the shop sleepy-eyed and grimy after 
travelling hundreds of miles by air and train,’ he states. ‘They left 
us completely refreshed, smiling and happy. We were happy, also, 
because we felt that we, too, were doing a useful job.’ American 
servicemen particularly appreciated the comprehensive nature of 
the facilities provided by the saloon. It reminded them of service 
with a capital S back home. 
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‘When the Yanks returned to their battle stations in the Pacific 
they told their buddies not to miss calling at the Spencer Street 
Hairdresser’s Shop,’ said Scotty with a note of pride in his voice. 
‘T'll never forget a burly Yank from Brooklyn who spoke with a 
pronounced Bowery accent. He walked in one day, sidled up to 
me, and said: “Are you Scotty?” When I said “yes” he replied: 
“Well, my buddy in Guadalcanal told me to look you up when I 
came to Melbourne. I want you to give me the woiks.” I went to 
work on him and did everything but clean and press his uniform. 
He took one look in the glass and, shaking me vigorously by the 
hand, said: “Oh boy! I feel like a million dollars. It’s just like being 
back in the Bronx”’.’ 

The Hairdressing Saloon continued to be well used by a 
wide range of clients after the war, including businessmen, 
farmers, tradesmen, as well as railway staff. 

The saloon was incorporated into the new terminal com- 
pleted at Spencer Street in the early 1960s, and was relocated 
into the basement opposite Travellers Aid during December 
1963. 

Business by the early 1970s was waning on account of 
several factors: 


= The basement was a poor location to pick up passing trade, 
whereas the original site was ideally located near the en- 
trance to the suburban platforms. 
The fashion for men to wear their hair longer was growing, 
and they tended to visit the barber less frequently than they 
had in the past. 
The market was moving away from the traditional style of 
barber, such as the VR Hairdressing Saloon, to more 
up-market hair saloons. 


The financial performance of the Hairdressing Saloon con- 
tinued to deteriorate as the market for it declined (see Note), 
and finally the saloon was closed in September 1980. 


The tobacco stall counter facing the southern concourse on 18 July 1949. The stall attendant in the photo is 
Miss Betty Burman. The entrance to the hairdressing saloon is to the right of the counter Photo courtesy of the PTC 
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It is unclear what the area formerly occupied by the Hair- 
dressing Saloon was used for after it was closed, although by 
the early 1990s it was being used by the PTC Disabilities 
Services Unit. 

This section was relocated to a shop on the Swanston 
Street concourse of Flinders Street station on 6June 1996, and 
the area has been used as an office for Spencer Street 
staff since this time. 

The only obvious reminder today of the Hairdressing 
Saloon dating from 1963 is the dis-used display window in the 
wall opposite the entrance to Travellers Aid, whilst all 
evidence of the original saloon opened in 1937 has been 
removed. 


The hairdressing saloon in December 1963 shortly 
after it was relocated to the basement of the 
new station building at Spencer Street 
Photo courtesy of the PTC 


OTHER RAILWAY OPERATED 
HAIRDRESSING SALOONS IN AUSTRALIA 


The first and only other Australian railway system to staff and 
manage a hairdressing saloon was the South Australian Rail- 
ways. They opened a saloon at Adelaide Railway station 
adjacent to the interstate booking office on 17 April 1927. 

It was relocated during 1969/70 to the North Terrace front- 
age, next to the florist shop, to allow for the redevelopment 
of the interstate and country booking office. 

It was closed on 1 July 1977 when the foreman of the shop, 
Howard (‘Mac’) McPhee, retired after nineteen years in the 
premises. The other staff were transferred to different duties 
within the Railways. 

Note: The revenue and working expenses for the Victorian 
Railways Hairdressing Saloon in 1980/81 (its last three 
months of operation) were: 


REVENUE essa veges pean ae weeeiouetaaewaynes $3,709 
Wioeking Expenses: ou. ccussineerawsecom’ $5,812 
LOSS: i.xax 23 e2edndcamertweschewrasens $2,103 
Cost Recovery ........... cece eee en eens 64% 


In contrast, its loss in 1969/70 was substantially smaller: 


REVENUE 560 us demas ioaderae sieweriew ce $11,666 

Working Expenses ..............-00000- $12,801 

LOSS cci ude tdnw denarii eieiekaatbeuds $1,135 

Cost Recovery saerssweissacsedeeeseees 91% 
REFERENCES 
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Above: The last rays of Mallee sun, set the scene for a colourful 
photostop as B74 pauses at Coromby on the Hopetoun branch with 
8792 special pass. Sat.29.3.97 Darren Wood 


Below: VR meets V/Line on the standard gauge at Hopetoun. G540 
stands patiently awaiting loading of grain before following the tour 
train south to Murtoa. Sat.29.3.97 Steven Andrews 
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Sprinters 7015-7004 leave Bacchus Marsh 
on the 13 15 down Ballarat service. 
Sun.27.11.94 Gavin McLaughlan 
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Above: On Easter Sunday the weather noticeably deteriorated, and with the special train heading north from 
Portland to Ararat and across to Maryborough and Dunolly, B74 rounds a curve in the vicinity of Elmhurst. 
Sun.30.3.97 Peter Weickhardt 


Below: Powering through Broadford, B74, which had visited Victoria’s recently standardised grain network, 
returns to Albury to exchange locomotives with a Freight Corp unit which will take the tour train back 
to Canberra. Mon.31.3.97 Peter Foote. 
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BALLARAT EAST RAILWAY 
COMPLEX DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 


Since early 1995, a coalition of railway 
groups has been working to establish 
the Ballarat East Locomotive Depot as 
a major railway-based tourist attraction 
— the Ballarat East Historical Railway 
Complex. In mid 1995, West Coast 
Railway, Steamrail Ballarat and the 
Ballarat Rail Promotion Group Inc. 
established the Ballarat East Railway 
Complex Development Committee, 
together with support from Sovereign 
Hill, the Ballarat Historical Society and 
the Public Transport Corporation. 
West Coast Railway and Steamrail are 
the major tenants at the Depot, whilst 
the Promotion Group, formed in 1994, 
has an interest in the future manage- 
ment of the whole Ballarat railway 
precinct. Since its formation, the Com- 
mittee has prepared a detailed Business 
Plan, had an official launch of the 
Complex by the then Minister for Pub- 
lic Transport, Hon. Alan Brown, in 
November 1995, operated four LEAP 
projects at the site restoring Steamrail’s 
historic carriages and seen the Ballarat 
East Goods Shed (now Steamrail Balla- 


News from the preservation scene 


rat's Depot) restored, courtesy of the 
Public Transport Corporation. A high- 
light in 1996 was, of course, the restor- 
ation of steam locomotive, Y112. 


The work of the Committee has not 
been regularly reported in NEWSRAIL, 
pending increased activity at the 
Depot which could make it worth- 
while opening the site to the public. 
Having prepared the Business Plan 
during 1995 and planned its implemen- 
tation during 1996, the Committee will 
be carrying out a number of projects 
during 1997 which should be of inter- 
est to visitors. 


Activity around the Depot has 
indeed reached the stage where the site 
is open every Saturday from 10 00 to 
16 00, providing for inspection of the 
Steamrail Depot and guided tours of 
the rest of the site. Entry price is $2 for 
adults, $1 for children and $5 for fam- 
ilies. Funds raised are principally going 
towards promoting the development 
and activities at the site (such as special 
open days), the aim being to encourage 
people to come to the site, see what 
is being proposed and convince them 
to put their hands up to help! This 
strategy is bearing fruit, with a number 


of new members with useful skills 
being recruited in recent months. 

Projects to implement the Business 
Plan during 1997 include: 


= Restoring Ballarat A and Ballarat 
East signal boxes through a Green 
Corps project. (In 1995, the Promo- 
tion Group received a $20,000 
National Estate grant to undertake 
major structural restoration of A 
Box.) The Ballarat City Council 
leases both boxes on behalf of the 
Committee. Once the work is com- 
pleted, both buildings will be ope- 
ned to the public as an integral part 
of the Ballarat East Complex. This 
project is currently under way. 

= Relocation of the Waubra water 
tower and Ballarat C Box (Macarthur 
Street) to the Depot. 

= Completion of a detailed site plan 
by Mr Andrew Ward, enabling pro- 
gressive development of the site in a 
co-ordinated manner. A detailed 
conservation analysis and history of 
the use of the site has already been 
prepared by Mr Ward as part of this 
work; a copy of these documents can 
be purchased from the Promotion 
Group. 


The invited guests and members are in the safe hands of volunteer driver Barry Fell as he takes control of 91RM 
seen here departing Bullarto on the return working to Daylesford for the official re-opening of the Musk - Bullarto 


178 


section of line for the Central Highlands Tourist Railway. Sat.15.3.97 Peter Weickhardt 


Y112 with three-car Elecrail Tait set and doggie motor 107M arriving at Jewell with the Steamrail 
Suburban Mystery tour. Sat.19.4.97 Steven Paxton 
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= Fund raising for the erection of a car- 
riage storage building as an exten- 
sion of the Steamrail Depot. This 
building is vital for protection of 
the historic V cars. 

= Ways to bring the site ‘alive’ — e.g., 
shuttle trips within the Depot site, 
utilising 56RM and other motive 
power when available. 


A welcome is extended to all NEWws- 
RAIL readers to visit the Ballarat East 
Historical Railway Complex. 

For more information about the Bal- 
larat East Historical Railway Complex 
contact: Hedley Thomson (Develop- 
ment Committee and Promotion 
Group Chairperson) Phone: 03 5320 
5584 (W); 03 5331 7831 (H) or Stephen 
Norgate (Secretary of both groups) 
Phone: 03 5331 1757 (H). 


PUFFING BILLY 


GEMBROOK UPDATE: On Sun. 
4.5, an inspection of the Lakeside to 


Gembrook section revealed the track 
being complete with the exception of 
the Cockatoo Creek bridge (bridge 
nine) where foundations are now in 
place. The line has been ballasted from 
Lakeside through to about one kilo- 
metre on the up side of Cockatoo, 300 
m of track having been lifted, tamped 
and lined during April. 


On Sat.19.4, the placing of station 
nameboards signified the completion 
of Fielder station. 


Work is continuing on Gembrook 
station with construction of the plat- 
form almost complete. The station 
buildings are yet to be constructed. 


STEAMRAIL 


LOCOMOTIVES: A?986, B72 and 
M231 are currently undergoing resto- 
ration. K190 is now at Korumburra 
while K153 is stored, being prepared 


for examination. 


CARRIAGES: 18CE is nearing com- 
pletion with preparation for interior 
painting underway by stripping off 
old paint. 


137M: Work is progressing well on this 
Swing Door motor. Bogies are cur- 
rently receiving attention while the 
driver’s cab and van area is almost 
completed. 


DIESELRAIL: T356 ran a charter to 
Bacchus Marsh on Thurs.12.12.96 for 
the filming of a Channel 7 police drama 
Blue Heelers episode (screened on 
Tues.22.4.97). 


S CLASS: On Sat.11.1, $313 was moved 
under its own power after receiving 
reconditioned bogies (ex B72). 

On Sat.15.2, $313 in company with 
7356 and T364 ran its inaugral trip back 
in revenue service on the Steamrail 
Special to Quambatook. 
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An overview of recent sightings and observations 


WEST — North Geelong - 
Ballarat - Maryborough - Cressy 
- Ararat 


NATIONAL RAIL MOTIVE 
POWER: During March and April, 
National Rail’s western standard 
gauge motive power included the 
usual BL and C class and the not-so- 
common G, DL and Silverton 442 
class locomotives. 


National Rail’s NR class made 
frequent appearances and were 
sometimes found working multiple 
with DL and 442 class units. 
Common double-headed lash-ups 
included BL+BL, BL+C, BL+NR, 
BL+442, C+C, C+NR and C+442. 
Triple-headers were quite common 
while a single BL or C class working 
was not. NRs were not seen leading. 
DL class units were generally seen a 
couple of times per week. 442s, 
although four in total, were seen 
almost every day and in some cases 
two or three on the same day. 
Unusual sightings are recorded in 
the Gheringhap news item. 


TINT SERVICE: Locomotives used 
on the TNT service have been the 
Australian National CLF class. On 

a few occasions a CLP worked the 
train. ALF class units appeared 
regularly towards the end of 1996 but 
have since ceased through-working. 
A 700 class unit made a surprise visit 
on Fri.2.5 when CLF1-701 headed 
the Adelaide TNT service in and 
out of Melbourne. Over the Easter 
period this train was combined with 
the twice-weekly SCT service. On 
Fri.4.4 two separate trains of TNT 
loading departed North Dynon each 
with a CLF up front. They combined 
at Tottenham Loop and was later 
seen passing through Belair (SA) at 
09 00 the following day headed by 
CLF7-CLF4-GM40-701 with 55 
wagons behind (usually approx. 30). 


NEW PATRICK’S SERVICE: A 
new rail freight service run by/for 
Patrick’s Stevedore Co from 
Appleton Dock to Gillman (SA) 
arrived in Melbourne on Wed.30.4 
with CLF4 and GM42 in charge (GM 
class units have made recent visits to 
Melbourne for crew training. See 
news item on page 36 of the 
February 1997 issue). The train 
comprises flat wagons and transports 


rr 


containers between Melbourne and 

Adelaide (the train was seen passing 

in the up direction through 

Footscray at 13 05 on Fri.2.5 with 

CLF4 hauling 15 empty container flat 

wagons). Set out below are details of 

the trains schedules: 

9755 (MA3); M/W/F — 13 00 arr. 
Appleton Dock. 

9756 (AM3); M/W — 18 55, Sat. — 
03 00 dep. Appleton Dock. 


BLOCK GRAIN TRAINS: During 
late March and throughout April the 
V/Line S class had made a return to 
hauling block grain trains (as well as 
on other loading) between North 
Geelong and destinations beyond 
Maryborough. Since their return they 
have been seen as trailing units 
usually behind G class locomotives. 
Some interesting combinations with 
S class units can be seen in the 
Gheringhap news item. Late April 
saw the V/Line S class reappear in 
the Melbourne area (see news item 
in the metropolitan section). 


VICTORIAN STANDARD 
GAUGE LINES TOUR: Over the 
Easter weekend, the ARHS ACT 
division ran a tour covering most 
of the Victorian standard gauge 
network (with the exception of the 
Dimboola to Wolseley, Bandiana 
and metropolitan area sidings). 
Hauled by B74 with a power van 
and ten passenger cars, the special 
arrived at Spencer Street ex Albury 


on Fri.28.3. The train was scheduled 
to depart Spencer Street at 11 50 
arriving in Dimboola at 21 30 to 
stable. On Sat.29.3, the train travelled 
to Yaapeet, Dimboola, Murtoa, 
Hopetoun, Murtoa, Ararat and then 
to Portland, stabling there overnight. 
On Sun.30.3 the tour ran from 
Portland to Ararat, Dunolly and back 
to Ararat where it spent the night. 
Easter Monday saw the train return 
to Melbourne and later back to 
Albury and beyond that night. This 
was the first standard gauge 
passenger train to travel the Dunolly, 
Yaapeet, Hopetoun and Portland 
branches. 


GHERINGHAP: Unusual sightings 
and those relating to some of the 
previous news items are as follows: 


Mon.17.3: C507-NR75-NR6+ 
33 wagons on up steel loading 
at 04 55. 
BL28-NR74-442s1+54 wagons 
(9823) on down at 09 22. 
G512-H4-X42-X47+28 wagons* 
(9139) on down 14 38. 
Tues.18.3: CLF2-CLF4+32 wagons 
(9754) on up at 06 00. 
C508-NR65-NR10+55 wagons 
(9822) on up at 10 38. 
BL30-NR77-442s4+51 wagons 
(9821) on down at 12 22. 
Thurs.20.3: BL26-C506-NR85+ 
33 wagons (9724) on up at 16 15. 
G527-S301-S307+41 wagons on 
down empty grain at 18.55. 


Fri.21.3: C509-NR77-442s1+ 
56 wagons (9822) on up at 13 04. 
BL26-NR10-C506+47 wagons 
(9821) on down at 13 17. 

BL35 (NR)-C504-NR83+47 
wagons (9724) on up at 18 23. 

Sat.22.3: G527-S307-S301+39 wagons 
on up grain at 07 55. 
C504-NR83-NR63+50 wagons 
(9821) on down at 12 00. 
C501-DL44 (NR)-442s2+ 
46 wagoris (9724) on up at 16 54. 

Sun.23.3: C501-442s2-DL44 (NR)+ 
56 wagons (9821) on down at 
13 31. 

A62 (VP)-A70-G521-S301-S306+ 
38 wagons (9125) on down at 
17 21. 

Mon.24.3: BL35 (NR)-BL26-442s1- 
C504+53 wagons (9821) on down 
at 13 39. 

A73-G514-T396+12 wagons (9139) 
on down at 14 58. 
G513-H4-H5-B61 (WCR)+ 

26 wagons* (9151) on down at 

23 06. 

Tues.25.3: G521-S307-S301-T396+ 
46 wagons on up grain at 08 08. 
BL30-DL43-NR2+60 wagons 
(9822) on up at 12 47. 
G516-S301+28 wagons (9121) on 
down at 15 40. 

CLF4-CLF7+30 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 28. 

Wed.26.3: BL30-DL43+40 wagons 
(9823) on down at 06 40. 
G532-X41-T388+30 wagons* 
(9139) on down at 15 02. 
C507-NR64-DL43+36 wagons 
(9824) on up at 19 11. 
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Thurs.27.3: G514-S307+25 wagons 
on up grain at 08 00. 
C507-DL43+47 wagons (9823) on 
down at 09 12. 
C508-NR10-C501+43 wagons 
(9821) on down at 11 45. 
G532-S301-S307+40 wagons 
(91392) on down at 14 10. 
G525-442s2+45 wagons on down 
superfreighter at 18 07. 

Fri.28.3 B74+11 pass. cars (8791) on 
down ARHS ACT special at 14 19. 
BL30-C507-NR11+32 wagons 
(9724) on up at 16 53. 

Sat.29.3: C501-C505-G525+53 wagons 
(9822) on up at 11 03. 

BL33-NR12 (Footscray)-BL29 
(NR)+45 wagons including an NR 
class chassis and Westrail Q class 
body shell (9821) on down at 

11 09. 

Sun.30.3: BL32-442s3+35 trailers 
(9716) on up at 01 36. 
G532-S307-S301+44 wagons on up 
grain at 09 22. 
G513-G515-G516+51 wagons on 
up grain at 11 12. 
G534-G526-X34-X46+40 wagons 
(9121) on down at 12 20. 

Mon.31.3: B74+11 pass. cars (8790) 
on up ARHS ACT special at 
08 07. 

BL26-C510-NR2+42 wagons (9702) 
on up at 08 53. 

G512-S301 down light engines at 
09 35. 

BL29 (NR)-442s2-NR12+ 

52 wagons (9822) on up at 11 58. 
G512-S301+33 wagons on up grain 
at 16 12. 


SEED 
Due to trackwork at Deep Lead Loop, C509-NR10 power along near Tatyoon at 
sunset on a re-scheduled 9823 down goods. Note newer NRi0 is dirtier and 
blowing more black smoke! 19 13, Sun.16.3.97 Gavin McLaughlan 


Tues.1.4: BL32-BL29(NR)-442s2+ 


27 wagons (9821) on down at 
12 09. 


Wed.2.4: BL26-C510-442s3+ 


43 wagons (9821) on down at 
11 59. 

X32-S307+29 wagons (9139) on 
down at 14 27. 


Thurs.3.4: G535-G536-CLF7+ 


48 wagons (9752) on up at 10 54. 
C508-C505-NR84+51 wagons 
(9821) on down at 13 00. 
G532-G531-X41+24 wagons (9139) 
on down at 14 41. 


Fri.4.4: BL28-DL43+49 wagons 


(9702?) on up at 08 40. 
BL26-442s4-442s2+37 wagons 
(9724) on up at 14 56. 
CLF7-CLF4+55 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 59. 
C510-C504-NR83+47 wagons 
(9701) on down at 20 25. 
X45-X48-X47+41 wagons (9141) 
on down at 22 30. 
BL28-DL43+48 wagons (9711) on 
down at 22 50. 


Sat.5.4: C508-442s2-442s4+43 wagons 


(9821) on down at 12 02. 
G515-S301+40 wagons (9121) on 
down at 14 22. 


Sun.6.4: BL29(NR)-C502-C509-BL35 


(NR)+48 wagons (9821) on down 
at 12 49. 

G521-T408-T409+22 wagons (9121) 
on down at 13 04. 


Mon.7.4: C510-C504-NR74+ 


51 wagons including three NR 
class chassis (9821) on down at 
12:32: 


Tues.8.4: C505-DL50+47 wagons 


(9724) on up at 22 55. 


Wed.9.4: C501-NR66-DL50+ 


55 wagons (9821) on down at 
14 26. 


Thurs.10.4: G515-S301-S307+ 


39 wagons on up empty grain at 
07 09. 

CLP14+28 wagons (9753) on down 
at 19 13. 


Fri.11.4: G532-G531-X47+49 wagons 


on up grain at 11 13. 
C507-C509-NR1+51 wagons (9821) 
on down at 13 00. 
BL31-DL45-NR64+53 wagons 
(9822) on up at 16 05. 
BL33-C502-C504-NR11+46 wagons 
(9724) on up at 17 02. 
X47-X48-A81+38 wagons (9141) 
on down at 22 30. 


Sun.13.4: G511-S307-S301+30 wagons 


on up grain at 09 20. 


G527-X46-H4-S307-X32+ 

41 wagons (9123) on down at 

15 05. 

G514-X42-S306+26 wagons (9125) 
on down at 17 41. 


Mon.14.4: G534-S307+42 wagons 
(9121) on down at 14 59. 
G524-G515-G528+40 wagons 
(9123) on down at 16 51. 


Tues.15.4: G515-G524-H4+46 wagons 
on up grain at 08 36. 
BL28-NR9-442s3+49 wagons 
(9821) on down at 11 30. 
BL32-442s4-C510+50 wagons 
(9701) on down at 21 02. 


Wed.16.4: G528-G516-S307-S306+ 
44 wagons (9121) on down at 
14 55. 


Thurs.17.4: BL28-442s3-C505+ 
55 wagons (9821) on down at 
13 11. 


Fri.18.4: G516-G524-G512-X50+ 
37 wagons on up grain at 12 O1. 
C501-NR16-NR18+45 wagons 
(9724) on up at 16 26. 


Sat.19.4: X47-X45-X43+33 wagons 
(9141) on down at 00 57. 
G527-S306-S307+36 wagons on up 
grain at 08 34. 

G527-S307-S306+39 wagons (9121) 
on down at 13 52. 

Sun.20.4: G512-S306-S307+21 wagons 
On up grain at 10 59. 

D°658+7 pass. cars (8191) on 
down special at 13 20. 
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G528-G524-A60+40 wagons (9121) 
on down at 13 47. 
G512-S307-S306+? wagons (9125) 
on down at 16 03. 
*Indicates gypsum wagons attached at 
Gheringhap. 


SOUTH WEST — 
Geelong - Warrnambool 


DEPOT VISITS — GEELONG: 

Sun.27.4: A78, B61, B76, G511, G513, 
N452, $306, $307, T390, T413, 
W241, W244, X32, X37, Y110, 
Y121 and Y174. Sprinters 7012, 
7014 and 7015 were also present. 


TOCUMWAL GRAIN: On Sat.15.2, 
an empty grain train ran from North 
Geelong to Tocumwal. Locos used 
were A62-X44-T409-T390 hauling 24 
wagons seen passing through Corio 
at 12 47. 


DOUBLE Bs TO 
WARRNAMBOOL: B76 and B61 
hauled the 18 00 down Westcoaster on 
Tue.18.3, seen passing through North 
Melbourne at 18 03. 


NORTH -— Bendigo - 
Deniliquin - Swan Hill 


BENDIGO: During April, Bendigo 
saw steam on regular services and S 
class diesels working freights. Many 
of these occurrences are recorded 
below as well as other interesting 
movements: 


Tues.1.4: G531-S306+12 x VHGF on 
9126 departing at 21 44. 

Thurs.3.4: X50-A77-N456+8 x 
VTQE VLEX, 32 x VHGF on 
9080 arriving at 22 03. 

Sun.6.4: T408-T409+22 x VHGF 
arriving at 18 09. 

Wed.9.4: R761-N471+FN10 on 8033 
arriving at 18 45. 

Thurs.10.4: R707-N463+FN19 on 
8033 arriving at 18 55. 
R707-N463-A73-X42+7 x VQLX, 
16 x VHGE, 18 x VQRF on 9084 
departing at 21 22. 

Fri.11.4: Pl1+3 x Hitachi cars on 9011 
arriving at 07 06. 
N464-A71-X43-P11+7 x VQLX, 
34 x VQRF on 9084 departing at 
21 22. 

Mon.14.4: X43+9 x Comeng cars on 
9011 arriving at 07 15 and 
departing at 08 14 with 6 x 
Comeng cars on 9012. 
R761-N451-X41-A73+7 x VQLX, 
11 x VHGE 29 x VQRF on 9084 
departing at 20 58. 

Tues.15.4: X33-T396-T400-S307+ 
VZTX, VHGE 29 x VQRF on 
9083 arriving at 22 40. 

Wed.16.4: G528-G516-S307-S306+ 
10 x VPBX, 34 x VHGF on 9121 
arriving at 22 20. 

H5-H4+2 x VZTX, 10 x VIQE 
12 x VHGF departing at 22 26. 

Fri.18.4: T396-T400+6 x Comeng cars 

on 9011 arriving at 07 05. 


e_—_—_—_—_———————————— eee 
One of the success stories of V/Line Freight has undoubtedly been the return of rail services to Tocumwal since previous 
operations were suspended in 1990 due to bushfire damage to track and bridges. Along with grain movements and two 
up and down superfreighter services each weekday services are a far cry from when the Cobram pass. was cut back to 
Shepparton. Here P11 edges across the now rail-only Murray River bridge heading the re-scheduled down afternoon 


T400-T396+6 x Comeng cars on 
9012 departing at 08 16. 
A62-$301+23 x VQRF on 9083 
arriving at 22 58. 

Sun.20.4: A62-S301+18 x VQRF on 
9084 departing at 19 55. 


DEPOT VISITS — BENDIGO: 


Sun.6.4: A71, A85, N466, N467, S310, 
1382, T402, X43 and Y171. 

Sun.13.4: A60, A73, N453, N470, 
R761, $310, 1382, T402, X41 and 
Y171. 

Sun.20.4: A70, A73, N461, N474, 
1382, T402, X34 and Y171. 


NORTH EAST — 


Seymour - Yarrawonga 


YARRAWONGA DAY TOUR: 
On Sat.1.3 the ARHS ran a tour to 
Yarrawonga using GM36 hauling 
BK714 (WCR), BK711 (WCR) and 
BS1. The train departed Spencer 
Street shortly after 09 00 travelling to 
Flinders Street, Melbourne Central 
Station (City Loop), South 
Kensington, South Dynon Junction, 
Sunshine, Albion, Broadmeadows, 
Yarrawonga and returning via 
Essendon to Spencer Street arriving 
just before 21 00. The Avoca car was 
attached at Seymour on the down 
journey and was hauled to 
Yarrawonga and back to Seymour 
where it was detached. 


EAST — Sale - Leongatha 


APM MARYVALE PAPER 
TRAIN: This train was noted 
passing through Spencer Street 
shortly after 15 00 on Thu.27.3 
hauled by H4 and H5. Usually a 
single N class operates this train 
on weekdays (X class units on 
Saturdays). 


FOUR WHEEL WAGONS: 
Briquettes were carried between 
Morwell briquette siding and 
Dandenong (Heinz) in GY wagons 
until late 1996. The wagons were 
stored for some time at Morwell 
briquette siding and were hauled to 
Tottenham Yard as part of the up 
Traralgon goods on Thu.17.4 and 
Fri.18.4. Some of the wagons were to 
be taken to Nyora for the Great 
Southern Railway. 


DROUGHT RELIEF TRAINS: 

On Sun.13.4 a train loaded with hay 
ran from Melbourne to Leongatha 
offering drought relief to livestock in 
the South Gippsland region. Three 
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Transferring the redundant GY wagons previously used for H J Heinz traffic and 
having being stored at Morwell briquette siding, X34 powers through 
Yarragon with 9458 up freight. Thurs.17.4.97 Jeff Bounds 


P class locomotives hauled the train 
and T342 (GSR) and T345 (GN) 
assisted with shunting at 
Korumburra and Leongatha. The five 
locomotives ran light to Korumburra 
and the three P class units returned 
to Melbourne. 

A number of open wagons 
remained at Korumburra and 
Leongatha during the week for 
unloading and distribution of hay. 
To collect these wagons, P21 and P16 
were sent down on Sat.19.4 taking 
with them 27 wagons comprising 
GYs, VZMAs and other withdrawn 
vehicles. The train departed 
Tottenham Yard at about 06 00 but 
did not arrive at Nyora until 
approximately 09 00. At Nyora the 
withdrawn vehicles were pushed into 
the turntable siding and detached. 
P21 was also detached at Nyora 
leaving P16 to travel light engine to 
Leongatha, pick up the empty open 
wagons there and at Korumburra, 
reuniting with P21 at Nyora before 
returning to Melbourne. 


METROPOLITAN 


Set out below are various unusual 

workings: 

Tues.25.2: G529-GM42-X38 hauling 
9751 (SCT) through West 
Footscray at 19 42. 

Wed.26.2: A73-1390-T392-X32 on 
9080 up North Geelong goods at 
Tottenham, 16 20. 

Fri.18.4: G538-T399-Y151 on 9692 up 
Bandiana standard gauge freight at 
Tottenham, 17 59. 
A70-T409-H4-X39-X50+49 wagons 
on 9080 up North Geelong goods 
at Tottenham, 18 36. 


Mon.21.4: BL31-BL35 (NR)-442s4- 
C502-C508+53 wagons on 9821 
s.g. goods through Middle 
Footscray at 09 42. 

Tues.22.4: A70-T400-H5-T392-T379 
on 9080 up North Geelong goods 
at Footscray, 18 37. 

BL30-DL47 (NR) hauling 9701 s.g. 
goods through Newport at 19 02. 

Sun.27.4: BL34-BL32-BL26-BL28+ 
53 wagons on 9821 s.g. goods at 
Brooklyn. 


S CLASS RETURN: After being 
stored at Bendigo loco depot for a 
number of months, late March saw 
yet another return to service for the 
remainder of the V/Line S class fleet. 
Three of the four S class units stored 
(S301, $306 and $307) could be 
found assisting freights (mainly grain 
movements) in and out of North 
Geelong and they did not venture 
back to Melbourne until mid April. 
S301 found its way onto 9083 
Deniliquin goods behind A62 on 
Fri.18.4 passing through Tottenham 
at 20 00 (see also Bendigo 
sightings). Late April saw S301 
working metropolitan area ballast 
trains (see Suburban Works Trains 
news item in this section). On 
Wed.30.4, $306 was noted at South 
Dynon loco maintenance centre. 
$310 had not come out of storage. 


SUBURBAN TRAIN 
WORKSHOP TRANSFERS: 
Locomotive-hauled suburban sets to 
country workshops (i.e., Ballarat and 
Bendigo) from Melbourne generally 
occur once or twice a week. On 
Tues.29.4, T400-T392 hauled a six-car 
Comeng set through Middle 
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A71 and A81 take a break at Croydon whilst waiting for the under-cutter to finish its work 


fresh ballast. Sun.20.4.97 Peter Weickhardt 


J, pe: RL Sane: 


before dropping 


Footscray on the up at 10 30. Two 
transfers were made on Wed.30.4 
with X32 hauling a three-car Hitachi 
set (40M-1918T-11M) from Flinders 
Street to Ballarat and four Comeng 
cars (M-M-T-M) from Ballarat to 
Newport Workshops. 


ELECRAIL SPECIAL: A special 
train commemorating 41 years since 
the introduction of Harris suburban 
cars ran on Sat.15.3. Running as a 
traditional ‘around the sidings’ tour, 
P13 and P14 hauled SH34 (a three car 
rebuilt Harris set) in push-pull mode 
to destinations including Appleton 
Dock, Paisley BP, Brooklyn Pioneer, 
Deer Park Boral, Sunshine B siding, 
Maribyrnong River siding, 
Melbourne Central station (City 
Loop) and Macleod. The train could 
not run to Fairfield APM as planned. 


SUBURBAN MYSTERY TRIP: 
On Sat.19.4, Steamrail ran a suburban 
mystery trip with steam loco Y112- 
WT49 (tank wagon)-470ZD-327M- 
341T-107M. Destinations included 
Williamstown, Coburg, Lilydale, 
Belgrave and Newport via Sunshine. 
When leading the consist, Y112 
would haul the train at other times 
the Tait and swing-door motors 
would power. 


rs 


VINTAGE TRAIN: Steamrail 
planned a trip on Sun.20.4 from 
Spencer Street via North Geelong to 
Ballarat and return to Spencer Street 
via Bacchus Marsh. Two trains were 
to be run, one hauled by Y112 with 
four pass. cars and the other hauled 
by D°658 with five pass. cars. Y112 
gave trouble early in the trip and had 
to be removed from its train at 
Newport and sent to the Steamrail 
depot. This resulted in D*658 having 
to run a combined nine-car train for 
the rest of the journey. 


CROYDON — RINGWOOD 
EAST WORKS TRAINS: 
On Sun.20.4 upgrading of the 
Dublin Road (Ringwood East) and 
Coolstore Road (Croydon) level 
crossings took place. To assist with 
the work a 20 wagon spoil train ran 
hauled by T409-T400-X48 passing 
through Blackburn in the down 
direction at 00 47. The locos ran 
around the train at Ringwood (the 
train had to be split) and then 
pushed back to Croydon. The 
loaded train (X48-T400-T409 up 
front) passed through Laburnum in 
the up direction at approximately 
15 30. 

A ballast train led by A81-A71 ran 
the same day passing Blackburn in 
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the down direction at about 13 30. 
The train pushed back to Ringwood 
East after a run around at Ringwood 
and dropped ballast near the 
Eastfield Road bridge. The train 
returned to North Melbourne with 
A71 leading A81 passing through 
Heatherdale shortly after 21 15. 


SUBURBAN WORKS TRAINS: 
During late April a number of works 
trains ran to Broadmeadows and 
Sunshine (reversing at Somerton and 
Jacana Loop respectively). When 
finished discharging, ballast trains 
would run to the Deer Park Boral 
quarry to reload, later returning to 
North Melbourne to stable. On 
Fri.25.4, H5-S301-H4 hauled the train 
from the quarry through Sunshine at 
09 27. Due to a locomotive failure 
on Sat.26.4, the ballast train from 
Deer Park to North Melbourne was 
hauled by $301-H4-H5 passing 
through South Kensington at 09 49 
(normally S class units do not lead). 
On Wed.30.4, X32-H4-S301-H5 ran a 
down ballast train passing through 
Footscray at 21 51. 

On Sat.19.4, T379 pushed four 
open wagons from North Melbourne 
to Flemington Bridge station to be 
loaded with old wreckage associated 
with platform re-decking. 


NORTH EAST MULTIPLE 
UNITS: The north east standard 
gauge had seen a number of 
colourful multiple unit workings on 
National Rail freights during 
February and March. C, G, NR, 422, 
80 and 81 class locomotives were 
used and many freights had three or 
more units. Colour variety included 
422s in SRA ‘candy’ (majority red 
with yellow and orange waistbands 
and touches of white and black) and 
FreightRail blue; 80s in ‘tuscan’ 
(Indian red with yellow line work), 
‘reverse tuscan’ (Indian red with 
yellow ends: see photo p.124 in the 
April issue) and FreightRail blue and 
NR, 81 and C and G class units in 
their respective liveries of National 
Rail, FreightRail and V/Line. The 
following list shows some multiple 
unit lash-ups during February, March 
and April: 

Sat.15.2: 8175-8036 (reverse)-8046 
(reverse)+40 wagons on 7MS4 at 
Albion, 17 23. 

Wed.19.2: 8169-8174-8027 (tuscan)- 
8050 (blue)-42208 (candy)-8003 
(tuscan) on 4MB2 at Tottenham 
Loop 14 15 - 14 45. 

8170-8019 (tuscan)-8002 (tuscan)- 
8046 (reverse) on 4MS4 still 
awaiting departure from the 
National Rail terminal at 20 00 
(scheduled to depart at 16 50). 

*A record of seven 80 class units in 

Melbourne that day including 8014 

(blue). 

Fri.21.2: NR79-42210 (blue) on down 
goods at West Footscray. 
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Rail-fanning starts at an early age for the best of us. This view of Y163 at 

Spencer Street docking the Warrnambool pass., shows the next generation of 

enthusiasts are in for interesting times with new liveries for locomotives 
and carriages. Sat.8.3.97 Travis Mitchell, age 9 


Wed.26.2: G522-NR76-42217 (blue) 
on up steel at Footscray, 17 00. : 
Fri.28.2: G519-42208 (candy)-8008 
(blue) on down goods at West 
Footscray, 20 15. : 
Tues.11.3: 8172-42214-8015-8177 (all: Footscray, 16 39. 
blue) on down goods at South - During April many NR class units 
Dynon Junction, 18 50. : worked freights, this contributing to 
Tues.18.3: G519-42210 (blue)-8046 less 422 and 80 class usage. 
(reverse) hauling 3MS4 through LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS: 
Middle Footscray at 17 42. : Locomotives used in April included 
Thurs.20.3: G519-42215 (blue)-NR16. : = 1374, 1388, X51, X52, X53 and X54. 
. hauling 5MS4 at West Footscray, Great Northern units 376 and 377 
- 17:50. made a number of appearances on 
> 8170-42208 (candy)-8046 (reverse)- these trains towards the end of April. 
> 42217 (blue) on 5MBA4(?) through In early May, A class units were used 
: Albion at 19 40. on a number of steel trains. 


Tues.25.3: 8173-42215 (blue)-8027 
(tuscan)+36 wagons (3MS4) at 
Middle Footscray, 17 16. 

Thurs.24.4: 8169-8179-8171+44 
wagons on 5MS4 at Middle 


A60 and T377 stand at Long Island Junction, awaiting track clearance to return to Melbourne with the up steel train. 
Sat.3.5.97 Peter Weickhardt 
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A Monthly update of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


LOCOMOTIVES 


The C class fleet have received a 
number of cosmetic variations since 
late 1996. The most common change 
is the painting over of the V/ Line 
lettering on the sides. C501 had its 
side lettering painted over in 
August/September 1996. The front 
‘V/ was stripped off and the two 
‘George Brown’ plaques and cab 
side numberplates removed. In 
April, C501 was noted with a reflec- 
tive National Rail logo applied to a 
grey rectangle painted on the nose. 
C502 had similar treatment however 
C501 was painted black around the 
cab front windows. It is anticipated 
that all C class units (possibly with 
the exception of stored C503) will 
receive these paint scheme modifica- 
tions in coming months, other units 
being in various stages of the above 
changes. 

During March, H5 was at South 
Dynon Maintenance Centre having 
an engine change. 

N458 was sent to Clyde Engineering, 
Somerton for trunnion repairs. It 
arrived back at Dynon on Thu.8.5, 
N468 being the next to go to Clyde. 
N460 was seen at Spencer Street on 
Tues.22.4, freshly painted in the 
V/Line Passenger livery. 

N468 was at SDMC at the beginning 
of May being rewired after suffering 
fire damage to the electrical system. 
N462 was there in April with the 
same problem. 

N471 was at Newport Workshops 
for an engine change during April. 
West Coast Railway unit $302 was 
seen in the maintenance shed at 
Dynon on Tues.15.4 receiving bogie 
repairs. 

After many months in storage, X31 
had been given an engine change in 
late April and had re-entered service 
by early May. 

X36 was the latest addition to the 
V/Line Freight Livery after painting 
at Newport Workshops in April. 
Soon after, it was sent to SDMC for 
a main generator change. 

X49 was still at Newport Work- 
shops in May (it had been there a 
number of months). 

A number of Y class locomotives 
are to be modified for driver-only 
operation. The first, Y152 entered 


service some time ago having modi- 
fications including dual marker 
lights, airconditioning and an extra 
window below the driver’s side, 
short-end windscreen for added 
visibility. Y165 was receiving similar 
modifications from April, however 
an extra window is being added 
below the fireman’s side, short-end 
cab front window. 


SECTION AUTHORITY SYSTEM: 
The following list of locomotives 
indicates those fitted with LSDUs 
(locomotive screen display units) as 
required for the section authority 
system: 


= A60, A62, A66, A70, A71, A73, A79, 
A81, A85, BL26-BL35, C501, C502, 
C504-C510, CLF1, CLF2, CLF4, 
CLF7, G511-G517, G519, G52], 
G522, G524-G542, GM42, H1-Hs, 
N451-N475, Pll, P12, P17-P19, P22, 
1356, 1364, T369, T1371, T378, T388, 
T409, X31-X34, X36-X45, X47-X50, 
X52 and X53. 

Sprinters 7001-7022 have also been 
fitted. 

BL26-BL28, BL31-BL35, G517, G519 
and G525 have been fitted at No. 1 
end only. 

CLF3, CLF6, CLP10 and CLP11 are 
not fitted with LSDUs but are wired 
with power and antennae leads for 
use with portable units. (WON 
13/97) 


WAGONS 


AQQY CONTAINER FLAT: 
Authority has been granted for this 
class to operate within Victoria. The 
maximum allowable speed is 115 km/h. 
If the vehicle is loaded to 78 t gross, the 
maximum speed is 90 km/h. (WON 
10/97) 


RQTY CONTAINER FLAT: Appro- 
val has been given for RQTY wagons to 
operate within Victoria at a maximum 
speed of 115 km/h and 80 km/h when 
loaded to 80 t gross. (WON 11/97) 


VQCX MODIFICATIONS: Con- 
tainer corner supports are to be 
upgraded to a new type on seventy 
VQCX wagons. The modified wagons 
will be classified VQMX. (WON 
12/97) 


OTHER WAGONS: Authority has 
also been granted for the RKXX, 
RQOY, RQXY, RRTY and RZXY 


wagons to operate within Victoria. 
(WON 7/97) 


CARRIAGES 


BZN TOILETS: The locks on the 
sliding toilet doors of a number of the 
BZN cars are not working. Cars with 
defective doors have been running in 
traffic with the toilet closed off and a 
sign fixed to the door with a message, 
‘Toilet Out of Order. Lock not func- 
tioning’. 

A new design of door lock was fitted 
on BZN 273 (running in set FN15) to 
overcome the problem, being done in 
February at the Carriage Maintenance 
Depot, Dudley Street. If it proves suc- 
cessful, the rest of the BZN fleet will 
be fitted. 


WEST COAST RAILWAY: BS205 
was noted in traffic for the first time in 
mid-March painted in the WCR 
colours of blue and white with a grey 
roof. No internal refurbishing work 
appears to have been undertaken on 
this carriage. 


SRHC CARRIAGES: Authority has 
been granted for the Seymour Railway 
Heritage Centre to operate carriages 
BS1, AS3 and AS4 within Victoria. A 
maximum speed of 115 km/h is permit- 
ted and carriages are not to travel be- 
tween Flinders Street and Clifton Hill. 
(WON 12/97) 


RZAY AND RZBY CARS: Approval 
has been granted for the RZAY (ex 
AR)J/first class sleeping roomette) and 
RZBY (ex ER/dormitory car) to op- 
erate within Victoria. (WON 14/97) 


OTHER VEHICLES 


EM100: This test vehicle was noted at 
South Dynon with standard gauge 
bogies on Mon.5.5 and with broad 
gauge bogies on Thurs.8.5. 


RTL1: Was also noted at South Dynon 
on Mon.5.5 (usually found working in 
the north of the state). 


Nothing to do on 


TUESDAY 
NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives 
on the down platform at 
Windsor from 8 p.m.? 


See you there! 
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A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


ETM DETECTORS 


End of train detection units were 
decommissioned at Wycheproof and 
Sea Lake as from Mon.10.2. 


KANGAROO FLAT 


Kangaroo Flat station is to be repaired. 
The State Government has approved 
a grant of $40 000. 


SPOTSWOOD 


On Wed 8.1 staff locked points into 
Goninan’s locomotive maintenance 
centre at Spotswood were commis- 
sioned. They face down trains travel- 
ling on the east line between Brooklyn 
and Newport. (WON 2/97) 


UPFIELD - SOMERTON 


No train is permitted to operate be- 
tween Upfield and Ford’s siding 
without approval from the Group 
Manager, V/Line Infrastructure. 
(WON 2/97) 


RECENT TENDERS 


Tender 96433 close 21 February 1997. 
Design and construction of three 
electrified stabling sidings, each to 
accommodate two suburban trains 
at Burnley. The works to include 
earth works, drainage, track work, 
roadways, overhead structures, sig- 
nal interlocking, lighting, security 
and CCTV surveillance. Facilities to 
include buildings, platforms and 
services including steam cleaning 
facilities. 

Reference 97020 close 5 February 

1997. 

Expression of interest of train man- 

agement facility/project manage- 

ment services. 

The PTC intends to replace its 
existing metropolitan train control 
and management facility with a new 
facility at a new location. 

The train management system is a 
computer based system which has 
the following primary functions: 

— Automatic routing of trains 
through its control area by match- 
ing train and timetable data with 
provision of manual interven- 
tion. 

— Generation of passenger infor- 
mation for distribution through- 
out the system. 

— Interfacing with train radio, train 
control telephones and other 


operationally critical communi- 
cation systems. 

— Generation of management re 
train running. 


Tender 96404 close 26 February 1997. 

Passenger Facilities upgrade at 

Seymour station. Upgrade facilities 

include: 

— Improvements to waiting area, 
booking office, staff amenities. 

— Alteration to partition walls, ceil- 
ing, windows and doors, etc. 

— Installation of toilet facilities. 

— Painting and internal fit out. 


Tender 96399 close 26 February 1997. 
Trenching and laying of signal cable 
within the railway reserve between 
Dandenong and Hallam. 


Tender 97007 close 26 February 1997. 
Installation, testing and commis- 
sioning of DC distribution equip- 
ment into an existing sub-station at 
South Melbourne and associated 
civil works necessary for equipment 
installation. 


Tender 97016 close 12 March 1997. 
Design, construction, testing and 
commissioning of stabling sidings 
and maintenance facilities at Bays- 
water and Westall. 

These works include earthworks, 
drainage, track work, roadways, 
maintenance building and equip- 
ment, overhead structures, signal 
interlocking, lighting, security and 
CCTV surveillance. Maintenance 
facility to accommodate staff ameni- 
ties, overhead cranes, bogie and 
equipment exchange. 


Tender 97029 close 19 March 1997. 
Design, manufacture, installation 
and maintenance of split-flap pas- 
senger information displays. 


Reference 97031 close 26 February 
1997. 

Expression of interest for the pre- 
qualification of suppliers for the 
installation of lighting equipment 
for station area lighting at various 
Met train stations. 


Tender 97045 close 21 March 1997. 
Design and construction of train 
stabling sidings at Camberwell. 

These works include earth works, 
drainage, track work, roadways, 
overhead structures, signal inter- 
locking, lighting, security and 
CCTV surveillance. 


Tender 96435 close 19 March 1997. 
Design, development, quality assur- 
ance and commissioning of the pas- 
senger real time information system 
(PRIDE) software upgrade and 
enhancement for the whole of the 
Melbourne metropolitan area. 


Tender 97069 close 19 March 1997. 
Design, manufacture, supply and 
delivery of tangential crossing work 
for the Jolimont rationalisation 
project. 

The works include the design, 
manufacture, supply and delivery 
requirements of turnouts and cros- 
sovers complete with ironworks, fas- 
tenings, point operating equipment 
and concrete bearers. 

Tender 97038 close 26 March 1997. 
Rehabilitation of 22 kV aerial cables 
including supports and steel struc- 
tures between Chelsea and Seaford. 
Tender 97043 close 14 March 1997. 
Purchase and removal of non-ferr- 
ous material from reclamation 
depot, McLister Street, Spotswood. 


Tender 97058 close 19 March 1997. 
Loading of timber railway sleepers 
into rail wagons during period 1.7.97 
to 30.6.98 at Deniliquin, Echuca, 
Kerang, Maryborough, Mathoura, 
Swan Hill, Wakool and Shepparton. 
Tender 97112 close 11 April 1997. 
Design, supply and delivery of 
mobile radio equipment for State 
Mobile Radio Network (SMR) to be 
installed in locomotives. 
Tender 97127 close 11 April 1997. 
Design, supply and delivery of the 
cab power supply system to be 
installed in locomotives. 
Reference 97132 close 11 April 1997. 
Expression of interest to supply, 
install and maintain a train location 
system for the suburban system. 
The train location system identi- 
fies a train by their car number, loca- 
tion at read points, direction of 
travel, date and time of read and 
transmits the information to a com- 
puter system where it is incorpo- 
rated into a database. The location 
equipment may be either a land- 
based or satellite system or a com- 
bination of the two. 
Tender 97100 close 23 April 1997. 
Dismantling, salvage, purchase and 
removal of sleepers, overhead infra- 
structure and scrap metal from Joli- 
mont rail yard. 


Tender 97013 close 23 April 1997. 
Replacement of existing roof deck- 
ing and wall windows of the car- 
riage/boiler shop at Newport Work- 
shops. 

Tender 97062 close 9 May 1997. 
Clearing of all unserviceable sleepers 
between Sandringham and Rich- 
mond. 

Reference 97145 close 30 May 1997. 
Expression of interest to supply 
graffiti removal services and clean- 
ing of 197 stations within the Mel- 
bourne metropolitan area 


ROCHESTER AND ELMORE 


Work started in late January on the 
Heritage Victoria funded projects at 
these two stations. By mid-March, the 
roof restoration at Elmore was com- 
pleted and the building was being pre- 
pared for painting. The task of prepar- 
ing Rochester for painting was also 
well advanced at this stage. All work at 
these locations should have been com- 


pleted during April. 


AUTOMATIC TICKETING 
WORKS AT CRAIGIEBURN 


Wiring and other associated infrastruc- 
ture were installed at Craigieburn in 
March so that the station will be ready 
to accept its Automatic Ticketing (AT) 
machines when they are installed along 
the Broadmeadows line. This is the 
first station controlled by V/Line Pas- 
senger to be modified to accept the 
AT system. 


SPRINGHURST 


On Tues.1.4, the following alterations 
took effect: 

= The signal box, all fixed signals, 
points and the interlocking machine 
were abolished. 

The train staff and ticket system be- 
tween Springhurst and Rutherglen 
was abolished. 

= The track was slewed to the platform 
and all other track work was re- 
moved. 

A temporary speed restriction of 40 
km/h will apply through the yard 
area. Permanent way warning and 
caution boards will be in use. 
(WON 12/97) 


NEWPORT RE-SIGNALLING 


Between 00 01 on Fri.25.4 and 04 00 

on Mon.28.4, the following principal 

alterations took place at Newport: 

= The former mechanical signal box 
and the relay-locked signal control 
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Pictured in a rather questionable position, it’s game over for Newport signal 


box as at least a century of history ends in seconds. Could any reader 
supply information regarding its future? Sat.26.4.97 John Berry 


panel was abolished. Operation of 
all signals and points in the Newport 
interlocking was transferred to a 
new signal control panel controlling 
the new solid-state interlocking 
operating the area from the up end 
of Champion Road. 


The relay locking at Newport South, 
Altona Junction, Westona, Laverton 
Holding Loop and Laverton is also 
operated from the new signal con- 
trol panel located in the new signal 
box above the relay room. 


An illuminated track indication dia- 
gram is located behind the control 
console. 


New double compound points were 
commissioned at the up end, per- 
mitting down trains to terminate 
in the down platform and depart to 
the up line. 


New turnout points were installed 
and commissioned giving Work- 
shops and E siding access from the 
Williamstown line and no longer 
from the Geelong line. 


The Annett locking on the points 
leading to the Anzac sidings was fit- 
ted with a point motor and will be 
rodded to a catch point in the siding. 


The electric staff instruments for the 
East and West lines to Brooklyn, 
and the double line block instru- 
ment for the up and down lines to 
Williamstown have been relocated 
to the new signal box. 


188 


No. 1 track (down platform) is now 

signalled for two-way running. 

= All two position semaphore signals 
were abolished and replaced with 
new three position colour light sig- 
nals. 

= All signals were renumbered and 

given the prefix NPT. (SW 114/97) 


EUROA 


On Tues.25.2, all signalling at Euroa 
was abolished. Main line point work 
and the station yard have been re- 
moved. (See May issue p.152). (WON 
8/97) 


FLINDERS STREET YARD 


As part of the Jolimont Rationalisation 
Project, on Wed.12.3, the goods 
sidings Nos. 1 to 9 were spiked and 
booked out of use. (WON 11/97) 


FLEMINGTON BRIDGE 


From Mon.7.4, a temporary facing 
crossover was installed at the down 
end of Flemington Bridge station. 

By Mon.5.5, the crossover was 
spiked on the down end so that up 
trains can only continue on to the 
down platform. Baulks were placed 
across the rails and overhead removed 
on the up side of the Racecourse 
Road bridge. 

A temporary pedestrian access 
bridge was constructed from the down 
platform to the bus interchange by 
Thurs.1.5. 
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Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


SURF THE MET!! 


The Met and V/Line are now on the 
Internet. A new home page called 
VicTrip gives all Met tram and train 
timetables, maps of both networks, 
fare information, a summary of all 
suburban bus services and details of 
NightRider buses and City Circle 
trams. The V/Line section includes 
timetables for V/Line train and coach 
services, interstate rail services and 
V/Line holiday packages. Up-coming 
special events are also listed and details 
are given on how to get to them by 
public transport. 


VicTrip is available at www.victrip. 
vic.gov.au. (Turning Point) 


NEW MET TRAIN 
INFORMATION MAPS 


Three new types of information maps 
started to appear throughout the rail 
system in February. The first is a new 
network map with lines that more 
accurately represent the alignment of 
the rail routes rather than the straight 
lines that have been used for several 
decades. This map also highlights the 
Premium stations. 


The second is a local area informa- 
tion map featuring an extract from the 
Melway Street Directory of the district 
surrounding the station with a direc- 
tory of key local features. These maps 
have been on display for some time 
now and have been either partially or 
fully sponsored by Tatts Pokies given 
that their slogans appear beside the 
map, such as “You are Entering a Tatts 
Pokies Winning Zone’. 

A third map shows the rail system 
in the traditional straight line form. 
Premium stations are shown as is the 
station where the map is located. 


AUTHOR OF THOMAS THE 
TANK ENGINE PASSES 
AWAY 


The creator of Thomas the Tank 
Engine, the Reverend Wilbert Vere 
Awdry, passed away on Fri.21.3, at the 
age of 85 after having been ill for 
several months. 


The Reverend Awdry wrote a total 
of 26 books about Thomas and his 
various friends between 1945 and 1972 
that are still very popular with chil- 
dren. 


RAILWAY SERIES, No. 1 


The Three Railway Engines 


THE REV. W. AWDRY 


The first book in the ‘Thomas’ series by the late Reverend Awdry was The Three 
Railway Engines (above), published in 1945. This was about Edward, Gordon and 
Henry. Thomas did not appear until the second book, Thomas The Tank Engine 
(below) which was published in 1946. This told of Thomas, the fussy, cheeky little 
engine and his adventures with Edward, Gordon and Henry. This book also 
introduced a fifth engine, James, although at that time in black livery 


THE RAILWAY. THOMAS a 
| THE TANK ENGINE 


"THE REV. W. AWDRY 
NEWS CONTRIBUTORS PLEASE NOTE 


The postcode which appeared in the News Editor’s address on page 156 
of the last issue was incorrect. The correct address is: 


DAVID LANGBERG 
4 Blaxland Court, Mooroolbark, Victoria 3138 


BRANCH LINE 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RA 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 9723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 


10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


Wish} INGUIN SUED 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 
Mon.-Thurs. 10 am-6 pm Fri.10 am-8 pm_ Sat. 9 am-4 pm. 


29 Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


Mid week visits by arrangement: 
Phone 9596 3249 


Buffet car available for children’s parties 
and special functions. 


Enquiries: phone museum 9397 7412 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


‘Best-Offer’ Mail Auction No.6 running late! So what’s new? They’ve all 
been late. But with No.6, it’ll be worth the wait. The bumper, biggest yet 
catalogue will be outin June, so don’t think you’ve missed it. 300+ lots including 
tickets, timetables, labels, stationery, forms, books, manuals, magazines, 
postcards, instructions, diagrams, equipment and more. There’s even some 
overseas stuff in there. Not on the mailing list? Want a catalogue? Send a 
SSAE to: The End of The Line, P.O. Box 1078, North Fitzroy, Victoria 3068. 
Serving the Railway Collector. 


Rail and Tram memorabilia and collectables for sale (books, badges, postcards, 
stamps, etc.). Free list of offers from Stafford Stamps, Box 73, Kew East, 3102. 
Phone/Fax: (03) 9859 5827. 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
We are interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines we have for sale in the shop. For a list 
please send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and 
phone number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO 
Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month. 
All advertisers are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any 
advertisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on 
request. Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. Special rate for ARHS members 
$1 per line per month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


Ross Rail Video Productions 
Brand new release! 


Steam in South Africa 
Part 2 


FROM THE CAMERA OF LINDSAY CROW 


Previously unreleased archive footage 
Filmed in colour in 1970 

Over 30 different loco classes! 

No fewer than twelve different locations! 


A video no true steam follower 
should miss! 


ROSS RAIL VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 


16 Hurdie Avenue, Frenchs Forest, N.S.W. 2086 
Sales Enquiries (02) 9451 7938 


Also available through: 
ARHS (Vic.) and rail video outlets 
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